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Milperra, Australia. Monday, November 26, 2007.

Team SXV Aprilia top the podium in NZ

After enjoying their participation in the 2006 Boxing Day Races, Team SXV Aprilia Racing with rider Josh McFarlane again crossed the Tasman, to race in the World-famous Boxing Day Races at the Cemetery Circuit, Wanganui, New Zealand.

“Last year we enjoyed the event and Josh was leading the feature Supermotard race when his rear wheel’s hub broke. This year is ‘unfinished business’ for us, we’re aiming to win,” said the team’s race technician Ben Tompsett after completing the preparation of Josh’s Van Den Bosch replica SXV450 and SXV550 race bikes. “Thanks to the Wanganui Motorcycle Racing Club, the bikes and attendant equipment were shipped in good time and with such good logistical support it’s no wonder the event attracts riders from all over the World.” Tompsett added.

The team arrived at Wanganui to be greeted by variable weather, making tyre choice critical. “One minute it’s raining, then the sun comes out, the wind picks up and the circuit dries really quickly. It’s the same for everyone, but I hope things settle down for the rest of the day,” said Josh McFarlane, after qualifying. “I went out on the 550 on slicks, and just as I pulled onto the track it tipped down so my best lap was pretty slow and I only qualified fourth. I used wets on the 450 for qualifying, but there was a jump over a fence in the dirt section which had no down ramp and I broke the wheel bearing landing it on the first lap. I tried to complete a fast lap, but the axle was bent and the chain kept jumping the sprocket so I had to pull in. Still, even though I only completed three laps I qualified on the front row.

“My first race was in the S2 class on the 450 and I dug a footpeg into the track and cart-wheeled the bike into the fence. I picked it up and re-started dead last, and started to ride through the field. However I tangled with a backmarker on the dirt section and went down again had to retire from the race. I had to start the second 450 race from the back of the grid as I’d DNF’d race one. There were 26 starters and I can’t remember the last time had to start so far back. I could see so many bikes ahead of me, and fortunately got a great start. I rode through the field up to second but couldn’t catch Toby Summers as the race was only six laps long.

“Then it was the 550’s turn. The first race was difficult as the bike kept cutting out on the slowest corner of the dirt section. This happened every lap and it turned out to be the spark plug caps coming loose. I finished sixth – not the best result but at least I finished. However the sixth place meant I was on the second row for the second S1 race. After Ben (Tompsett) fixed the plug caps, I was confident of a good race two on the 550. I got a reasonable start and tried to go around the outside of a few guys into the first turn. This was a mistake on my part and I got pushed wide and off the track and crashed. The bike took ages to start and by the time I got it going I found myself in dead last again! I put my head down and managed to get up to eighth by the time the chequered flag came out. Not the best result, but at least I had qualified for the main Supermotard feature race which combined both classes. My second place in the second 450 race meant I was on the front row, so that was a relief!”

The Main Event

“I rode the 550 in the feature race as it was a combined S1 and S2 event. I got a reasonable start and was about fourth coming out of the first corner. But then I got into the lead from the dirt section onwards and just rode as hard as I could, I was determined to put in a big effort after the trials and tribulations of what had been a difficult day up until now.

“I led over the line on every lap, and eventually won by a fair margin. It was such a good feeling to win, and I also set the fastest lap of the day, so in the end it was worth all the effort of coming over here. I’d like to thank the organisers and the local club for running such a great event and Aprilia and the team for providing such a fast bike. Ben Tompsett must be shattered after so many wheel changes and crash repairs!”

Team SXV Aprilia Racing would like to acknowledge the support of its sponsors, especially Link International who provided Motul Oils, Alpina wheels, Polisport plastics, RK chains and JT sprockets. Thanks also to NGK for their generous provision of excellent spark plugs and to Dunlop for making Supermotard tyres that win. 
Super Motard S1
Qualifying
1. Jayden Carrick (Wanganui, Honda CRF450) 1.32.786
2. Tony Summers (Auckland, Yamaha YZF450) 1.33.798
3. Paul Brown (Te Kauwhata, Husqvarna FS650e) 1.33.933
4. Josh McFarlane (Australia, Aprilia SXV550) 1.33.946
5. Glenn Haden (Wanganui, TM SMX660) 1.36.480
6. Brendon Stephenson (Palmerston North, KTM 505SFX) 1.36.883

S1 Race 1.
1. Jayden Carrick (Wanganui, Honda CRF480) 6 laps
2. Toby Summers (Auckland, Yamaha YZF455) +3.170
3. Paul Brown (Te Kauwhata, Husaberg FS650e) +3.845
4. Mitch Rowe (New Plymouth, Yamaha YZ450F) +20.049
5. Scott Moir (Taupo, KTM 505) +20.581
6. Josh McFarlane (Australia, Aprilia SXV550) + 20.730

S1 Race 2
1. Toby Summers 6 laps
2. Paul Brown +5.517
3. Mitch Rowe +5.808
4. Jono Hamlin +8.608
5. Nick Payne +23.118
6. Gaudenz Gisler +24.666

8. Josh McFarlane +29.009

Super Motard S2
Qualifying 
1. Toby Summers (Auckland.Yamaha YZF450F) 1.32.742
2. Mitch Rowe (New Plymouth, Yamaha YZ450F) 1.33.240
3. Josh McFarlane (Australia, Aprilia SXV450) 1.35.152
4. Scott Dowman (Wanganui, Honda CRF450R) 1.36.297
5. Renny Johnston (New Plymouth, Suzuki RM-Z450) 1.36.786
6. Scott Moir (Taupo, KTM450) 1.37.343

S2 Race 1
1. Toby Summers (Auckland, Yamaha YZF450F) 6 laps
2. Scott Moir (Taupo, KTM 450) +10.081 
3. Simon Dibben (Wanganui, Honda CRF450) +21.890
4. Scott Dowman (Wanganui, Honda CRF450) +26.094
5. Mitch Rowe (New Plymouth, Yamaha YZF450) +28.341
6. Duncan Hart (Yamaha YZF450) +30.960 

S2 Race 2
1. Toby Summers 6 laps
2. Josh McFarlane +3.933
3. Mitch Rowe +19.103
4. Scott Moir +23.520
5. Duncan Hart +27.132
6. Simon Dibben +31.409 

Super Motard S1 & S2 Feature Race
1. Josh McFarlane 10 laps
2. Jayden Carrick +7.894
3. Glenn Haden +11.765
4. Toby Summers +13.825
5. Scott Moir +37.095
6. Paul Brown +42.005

For more information and images in regards to Team SXV Aprilia Racing contact Mark Barnett on 0400 998 293 or email: mbarnett@jsg.com.au.
[image: image2.jpg]>DUNLOP Qlpina [T @otisporr T, @ f...mm





[image: image1.emf][image: image2.jpg]